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software and applications. By tracing the development history of automated scoring of English speech at home
and abroad, this paper reviews the principal research topics in the field, points out the main problems of current
research, and elucidates the areas for future studies, with the aim to offer some insight and suggestions on studies
of automatic scoring technology and its applications in our country.
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The CEFR Companion Volume and its implications to China
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Abstract: In 2018, after 17 years of the official publication of Common European Framework of Reference
for Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment (CEFR), the Council of Europe published the CEFR Companion
Volume with New Descriptors, which once again attracted the researchers in language education. In this
paper, we adopted a mixed-methods approach to interpret the two English versions of CEFR (i.e., the original
volume and the companion volume) through a comprehensive comparison and analysis. It could be found that
the Companion Volume not only represents a significant update of CEFR, but also serves as an important step
towards its worldwide application. Specifically, the Companion Volume could be an insightful reference for the
extension of China’s Standards of English Language Ability, the improvement of Chinese Language Proficiency
Scales for Speakers of Other Languages, and the diversified development of foreign language teaching in China.
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An analysis of the current development and research of
Business English textbooks since the founding of the People’s

Republic of China (1949-2019)

WANG Lifei & REN Jie 43

Abstract: Based on the data of 1,265 Business English (BE) textbooks and 541 academic papers, this
study analyzes the development of BE textbook publication and research for 70 years since the founding of
the People’s Republic of China. It is found that the development of BE textbooks has shown three features:
1) it has gone through four historical stages of initiation, development, prosperity and maturity; 2) it covers eight
categories, with the listening and speaking ones as the majority; 3) the focus has shifted from language skills
to the intersection of language, business, and culture. Bussiness English textbook research shows two features:
1) academic papers of BE textbook research are large in quantity but not very high in quality, with a rapid
increase over the last 10 years, which is closely related to a series of major events such as the issuing of “the
National Standard” and “the BE Teaching Guide”; 2) the focus of BE textbook research is scattered, and there
is a lack of data-based empirical studies. It is suggested that BE textbook development in the future should be
strengthened from four focuses and macro and micro studies should be carried out from three aspects.
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