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International Research Developments in Economics of Language:

Studies on Business English Linguistics

WANG Lifei LI lin

( University of International Business and Economics Beijing 100029 China)

Abstract: This paper makes a survey of the international research developments in the Economics of language
based on the SSCI journal database from 2003 to 2012. The results of the study show that hot research topics in-
clude language as human capital relationships between language and economics immigrants and language poli—
cies. Empirical research methods such as discourse analysis and gravity model are dominant. The Economics of
Language is interdisciplinary and receives the concern of both Economics and Linguistics. Comparison also shows
that international and Chinese studies of Economics of Language are different in terms of topics content and meth—
od. The study has significant implications for the future directions of research on Economics of Language in China.
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